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WHETHER YOU LIVE IN SEATTLE OR SARASOTA, outdoor living is hot. Ahd the frend
is only growing.

According to Craig Durosko, founder of McLeun, Va.-bused Sun Design, outdoor liv-
ing is part of u larger trend of homeowners tdiloring their homes to suit their lifestyle.
Durosko says his clients are asking for outdoor spaces that will be part of everyday living
and places for bonding and experiences. “They want to create memories,” he says.

Unlike a kitcheh or bathroom remodel, an outdoor spdce is purely a “want,” says
Todd Juckson, of Juckson Desigh & Remodeling in Sun Diego. “You're drawn to a
lifestyle—picturing yourself out there on a warm summer night.” Similar to the popu-
larity of spu-like master suites, homeowners want their outdoor ared to provide an

escupe, U serene refreut. /__ —

by Nina Patel




|_
<
LJ
Y%
|_
LJ
%
o
O
N
_J
O
O
al

/ TIPS TO OUTDOOR BUISS

Designing an efficient outdoor living space is a daunting task. Here are
seven tips to help you create a successful project.

1. Creute u bourd on Pinterest or u folder in Houzz to save your fuvorite
outdoor imuges. Even if they're expenhsive projects, you cun find un element
or feuture for your project.

2. Expund seusonul use of outdoor spuce by building u screen porch or

uddinyg un under-deck druinuge system so you cuh use the spuce below
the deck in the ruin.
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3. Stund outside und look uround to see the view from a potential
putio or deck. You might huve to use lundscuping to hide your purked
cur or u heighbor's house fo creute the retreat you want,

4. Adding outdoor lighting will muke your view from the inside more
expunsive. In some ureus of the country, building code requires light-
iny for outdoor stuirs.

5. Sturt looking at furniture early to muke sure it fits in your new spuce.

6. Wuter feutures ure not only beuutiful und contribute to u spu-like
feel, they ulso creute u white noise that cun block out truffic sounds.

7. Muke sure uppliances such us refrigerutors or dishwushers ure
desighed for the outdoors.
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But exuctly how do you yo
ubout credting the right outdoor
spuce? Designer Adrienne
Nienkump with Mosby Building Arts
in St. Louis, Mo. sturts by usking her
clients how they wunt to use the
spuce. Bused on this information,
she cun creute un outdoor fumily
room or include firepluces, yrills,
und different feutures throughout
the yard to creute u yood flow for
entertaining.

When homeowners ure tuking
down the wulls between the living,
dining und kitchen ureus, they ulso
see the possibilities of improving the
buckyard. Durosko tells his clients to
think ubout the sight lines from inside
the home to the buckyard, as well
us from the outdoors in. For exumple,
if you're uddiny u deck, u ruiliny
might obstruct your view of the yurd.

Durosko  sometimes recom-
mends lowering u second-floor
deck or movinyg it awuy from the
house if it's yoiny to block nuturul
light to the busement below. Juck-
soh udds skylights to putio roofs to
muintuin the flow of haturdl light to

J—

interior rooms. Muny homeowners
ulso wunt sight lines from the kitchen
to the swiny set or pool so they cun
wutch the kids play.

The kitchen is usudlly o priority
und the hub of the house, so
Durosko recommends thut when
clients are remodeliny it, they think
ubout trauffic flow for everyday and
for how they entertuin. He often rec-
ommends that they enhunce the
entryway from the kitchen to the
outdoor ureus.

Outdoor finishes und products
are importunt elements of the
outdoor room, und lately they have
gotften un upyrude from the pres-
sure-treuted lumber und uluminum
pust,
expluins. Trim and mauteriuls should

sunrooms of the Durosko
be low-muintenunce und mutch
the house’s exterior finishes.

Thouyh Juckson works on high-
end projects, he suys the price
points of luxury outdoor muteriuls
huve decreused, muking them
more ufforduble for more home-
Populur options include
folding yluss doors thut open com-

ownhers.

URAND SPALES

pletely, gluss deck ruilings, stuinless

steel yrills, heuters, und furniture.

The outdoor livinyg tfrend hus re-
pluced the theuter rooms thut
were popular 10 yeurs ugo. And
though the spuces ure popular with
almost every demoyraphic, Juck-
soh suys these types of projects ure
often more mule-driven thun the in-
terior. “lIt's like u mun cuve without
the cauve. &




